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ment and yet when tempered with the spirit of home rule, as regards purely 
local affairs, gives to the city a measure of freedom in determining the 
details of local policy. 



THE RELATION OF LONDON TO QUASI-PUBLIC WORKS 
By Hon. G. Gomme, Clerk of the London County Council. 

Tramways. — Although empowered (under certain conditions) to con- 
struct (but not work) tramways in London (exclusive of the City of Lon- 
don, the local authority for which, so far as tramways are concerned, is the 
City of London Corporation), the Council's predecessor, the Metropolitan 
Board of Works, and the Council itself in its early years, did not attempt to 
exercise these powers, but left the construction of tramways to private 
companies. These companies had to obtain their powers from Parliament, 
either by a special act or by means of a provisional order from the Board 
of Trade (subsequently confirmed by Parliament). A necessary condition 
to the obtaining of such powers was the consent of the Metropolitan Board 
of Works (now the Council), and also of the various local authorities (now 
the Metropolitan Borough Councils) having control of the roads, provided 
that the site of more than one-third of the total length of the tramway was 
within their jurisdiction. These conditions remain the same, and conse- 
quently the Council, or the various metropolitan borough councils concerned 
(subject to the above conditions), have an absolute veto upon the con- 
struction of a tramway, or can impose certain conditions as in return for 
their consent. 

In accordance with the provisions of the Tramways Act, 1870, the 
Council is empowered to purchase any tramway undertaking in London 
twenty-one years after the date of its authorization or at any period of seven 
years subsequent to that time. The terms of purchase are (see Section 43) : 
"the then value (exclusive of any allowance for past or future profits of 
the undertaking, or any compensation for compulsory sale, or other con- 
sideration whatsoever) of the tramway, and all lands, buildings, works, 
materials and plant of the promoters, suitable to and used by them for the 
purposes of their undertaking within such district." The Act also provides 
(Section 44) for the purchase by agreement of tramway undertakings before 
the expiration of the period of twenty-one years. 

These powers have been generally exercised by the Council, with the 
result that out of 116 road-miles of line within the county, ggbi road-miles 
have been acquired or are in course of acquisition by the Council. The lines 
on the north side of the Thames have been leased by the Council to a private 
company for 14 years from midsummer, 1896. The terms of the lease are 
fully set out as a schedule to the North Metropolitan Tramways Act, 1897. 
On the other hand, the Council has decided itself to work those lines which it 
has acquired on the south side of the Thames, having obtained the necessary 
powers therefor by the London County Tramways Act, 1896. 
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Since the acquisition of the southern lines the Council has effected 
many improvements in their administration (revision of fares, all night 
services, conditions of service of employes, etc.), and, more particularly, is 
proceeding rapidly with the work of reconstructing the lines to admit of 
electrical traction. About 27 road-miles of line have now been reconstructed. 
It will be noticed that the lease of the northern lines contains provisions with 
reference to their reconstruction for electrical traction, and the Council has 
under consideration the expediency of taking proceedings with a view to 
carrying these into effect. As regards the construction of new lines, the 
Council, as a matter of practice, usually withholds its consent to such con- 
struction by private companies, and, when it considers that a new line is 
required, it applies to Parliament for powers itself to construct it. As men- 
tioned above, it is necessary for the granting of such powers that the consent 
of the metropolitan borough councils through whose districts at least two- 
thirds of the proposed line is to pass should be obtained. 

The Council is, as an experiment, engaged in the construction of a sub- 
way, to be utilized for a shallow underground tramway, from the terminus 
of its northern tramways in Theobald's road under the new street (Kings way 
and Aldwych) to the Strand. The Council's powers admit of the construction 
of the subway as far south as the Victoria embankment, but its powers with 
regard to the tramway only admit of the latter being constructed as far as 
the Strand. 

River Service. — In connection with the question of locomotion, the 
Council has in the last session of Parliament obtained powers to establish 
a steamboat service on the Thames. 

Gas Supply. — The supply of gas in London is in the hands of private 
companies. Formerly there were many of these, but by a process of amal- 
gamation the number has been much reduced. At the present time London 
is mainly supplied by three companies, viz. : (a) The Gas Light and Coke 
Company, (b) The South Metropolitan Gas Company, (c) The Commercial 
Gas Company. While, however, there are parts of London not supplied by 
any of these companies, on the other hand, each of the companies supplies 
districts beyond the area of the County of London. There are four other 
companies, supplying comparatively small portions of London. The powers 
under which all these companies carry on their business are derived, not only 
from the terms of franchises granted by the local authority, but from the 
provisions of a number of Acts of Parliament. Under these Acts the com- 
panies practically have privileges in perpetuity, and there is not, as is the 
case in tramways, any power of purchase by the local authority provided 
therein. The Council has, however, certain powers of control over the three 
principal companies, more especially as regards testing the quality of the gas 
supplied and the accuracy of the meters used. 

It may be of interest to know that in accordance with the provisions of 
certain Acts of Parliament the dividends payable by the three principal com- 
panies are regulated by a sliding scale, by which an increase in the rate of 
dividend can only be procured by a decrease in the price of gas. The follow- 
ing expresses the scales in tabular form: — 
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Addition to 
Standard dividend al- 
. Date of con,- Stand- »£*£ rate of div- j,™^ £ „£ 

Company. inginto force of ard can- .^^ic >dend per £g^ requir ed 

present sale. die power. I00 f ee c " mc cent per f „ each ?d. re- 
annum. duction or in . 
crease in price. 

Gas Light and Coke. Jan. I, 1899 16 3s. od. 4 1-10% 

South Metropolitan . July I, 1901 14 3s. id. 4 2-15% 

Commercial Jan. 1,1903 14 3s. 3d. 354 1-6% 

Electricity Supply. — Electricity supply in the County of London is in the 
hands, partly of private companies, partly of local authorities (the metro- 
politan borough councils). 

Water Supply. — Till within the last few months London and the sur- 
rounding districts were supplied with water by eight companies. In accord- 
ance with the provisions of the Metropolis Water Act, 1902, however, the 
administration of the water supply of London and the surrounding districts 
was transferred as from June 24, 1904, from the companies to a public body, 
known as the Metropolitan Water Board. The Board is an indirectly elected 
body, consisting of 66 members, appointed as follows : 

Members. 

By the London City Council 14 

By the City of London Corporation and the Metropolitan Bor- 
ough Councils 31 

By the Councils of counties adjoining London 5 

By the Borough and District Councils outside London 14 

By the Conservators of the Rivers Thames and Lea 2 

66 

The actual area supplied by the Board amounts to about 552 square 
miles, representing a population (1901) of about 6,180,000 (area of the 
County of London, 117 square miles; population (1901), 4,536,541). 



RECENT AMENDMENTS TO ELECTION AND PRIMARY LAWS 
By Robert H. Whitten, Ph.D., State Library, Albany, N. Y. 

As the legislatures of but thirteen states met in regular session last 
year the volume of legislation was comparatively small, and with the excep- 
tion of the direct nominations laws in Wisconsin and Oregon the legislation 
enacted was quite unimportant. 

Registration.— A Kentucky act ('04, ch. 6) provides that in cities 
in which registration is required the officers of registration shall issue a 
certificate of registration to each voter, which must be presented to the elec- 
tion officers before the elector is permitted to vote. Provision is made for 
issuing a duplicate certificate when the original has been lost or destroyed. 
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